By Iqbal Khattak

Given below are my answers to your questions. I'm also going to use these answers to develop a blog for FN.  


1) What is the state of threats to media in Pakistan?

Media in Pakistan continues to face grave threats, including threats to the lives of journalists. The recent statistics are stark. Over 60 journalists have been killed in the last six years, about two-thirds of them shot dead in target killings and the rest in suicide attacks and bombings in public places. For each journalist killed there are over a dozen that face intimidation, harassment and even injuries. For the past five years Pakistan has consistently ranked among the top 5 worst countries for working journalists. 

 

2) What hope UN Plan of Action holds to get situation better?

The principal challenge before journalists in Pakistan is combating impunity - helping themselves get journalists by invoking a legal course to identify, nab, prosecute and punish attackers. Sadly, the journalist community has not prioritized using the legal mechanisms as a defense measure against attacks on them. The UN Plan of Action on impunity against journalist - which names Pakistan as one of the five pilot countries for implementation - offers a bright ray of hope in the battle for safety of working journalists. This is because the UN Plan of Action not only identifies measures and mechanisms by means of which this fight can be fought along organized lines but also offers detailed Journalists Safety Indicators (JSI), which allow for a detailed mapping of the state of impunity and several proposed actions, measures and alliances. The UN Plan of Action also proposes focused collaboration amongst pre-identified key stakeholders and identification of resources and support for them to help the journalists start fighting back against threats to them in an organized, systematical manner. 

 

3) What future holds for media in Pakistan?

 

Pakistan is a state tackling several conflict fault-lines - from religious extremism to terrorism and from militants and outlaws to weak state apparatus that in some ways actually contributes to the threats against journalists. Reporting in such an environment is extremely risky and with the absence of agreed mechanisms among stakeholders on minimizing risks, building capacity of journalists to stay safe and promoting professional ethics as a tool to thwart attacks and minimize risks, the immediate future for Pakistani media doesn't seem like improving anytime soon. While external factors such as destabilization of the state and violence in the country will remain a key threat to media practitioners, it is up to journalists, their representative associations, media houses and the government to improve their own security and safety. A new alliance has recently been formed - the Pakistan Coalition on Media Safety (PCOMS) - that offers a ray of hope for the journalists. To be peopled by representative associations of media owners, media workers, media support organizations, parliamentarians and government functionaries, PCOMS is mandated to draft a national charter on media safety and to identify priorities and mechanisms for collaborative implementation to battle impunity, reduce the framework of risks and to keep the journalists safer. How effective and successful PCOMS is will be clear in the coming months. 

